
Page 4 

Stamp 

TO:

McPherson Planning Local Redevelopment Authority 
86 Pryor Street, SW 
Suite 300 
Atlanta, Georgia  30303-3131  

For more information, please call: 
404-614-8318  

or visit our website: 
www.mcphersonredevelopment.com 

Contacts

Herman Howard 
Project Manager 
The HOK Planning Group 
Telephone: (404) 439-9150 
herman.howard@hok.com 

Jack C. Sprott 
Executive Director, MPLRA 
Telephone: (404) 614- 8318  
sprott@mcphersonredevelopment.com 

Address

McPherson Planning
Local Redevelopment Authority 
86 Pryor Street, SW, Suite 300 
Atlanta, Georgia  30303-3131  

Beginning Tuesday,  April 10, 
2007 through Thursday,  April 
12, the public will have another 
critical opportunity to help plan 
the future of Fort McPherson.  

The meetings will provide 
NEW information about plans 
to redevelop Fort McPherson 
and are not a repeat of previ-
ous meetings.  YOUR INPUT 
will be vital in shaping the fu-
ture of this important commu-
nity resource. Please share this 
information with other mem-
bers of the community and 
make every effort to attend. 

DAY 1 - Public Meeting #3 
Tuesday, April 10 

William M. Finch Elementary 
1114 Avon Avenue, SW 

Atlanta, GA 30310 
7 PM - 9 PM 

DAY 2 - Charrette 
Wednesday, April 11 

Greater Rising Star Baptist Church 
The Love Center 

1681 Campbellton Road, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30311 

10 AM - 8 PM 

DAY 3 - Charrette 
Thursday, April 12 

Greater Rising Star Baptist Church 
The Love Center 

1681 Campbellton Road, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30311 

10 AM - 6 PM 

DAY 3 - Public Meeting #4 
Thursday, April 12 

William M. Finch Elementary 
1114 Avon Avenue, SW 

Atlanta, GA 30310 
7 PM - 9 PM 

Upcoming Meetings 
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MPLRA Board Approves Land Use Plan

Top state and local leaders including Governor 
Sonny Perdue, Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, 
East Point Mayor Joseph Macon, Fulton 
County Commission Chairman John Eaves, 
Board of Regents Chancellor Erroll Davis and 
Council members Joyce Sheperd, Jim Maddox, 
and Cleta Winslow joined 70 members of the 
public at the Preston S. Arkwright Auditorium 
at Georgia Power Company to witness the 
unanimous Board approval of a Reuse Plan 
for Fort McPherson.  

The September 11, 2007 meeting of the 

McPherson Planning Local Redevelopment 
Authority took on the look and feel of an 
event, rather than a regular Board meeting.  
Representatives of every local television 
network, radio and print media were there 
to record the final approval and dignitaries’ 
remarks.    

Governor Sonny Perdue announced that the 
State of Georgia is seeking conveyance of an 
approximately 115-acre parcel envisioned 
as a Bioscience Center for interdisciplinary 
research and technology transfer.  If approved 

by the Army, the research park would be 
developed in partnership with Georgia public 
and private research institutions, the Centers 
for Disease Control and private investors.

MPLRA staff worked steadily to complete 
the necessary documents following Board 
approval and successfully submitted the 
full application, including the Reuse Plan on 
Friday, September 21, one day prior to the 
BRAC deadline.  HUD and the U. S. Army 
have a period of 60 to 180 days to review the 
plan for approval.

A variety of top state and local leaders publicly 
committed to the Fort McPherson Re-Use Plan and 
voiced their broad support during the month of 
September. Given here are some of their statements.

Governor Sonny Perdue: “The creation of a 
scientif ic research park in Georgia will provide 
signif icant economic development for the state of 
Georgia for decades to come. The state of Georgia’s 
commitment to develop a research park will help 
enhance a location that may otherwise be negatively 
impacted by the loss of the Fort McPherson military 
community.”

Board of Regents Chancellor Erroll Davis: 
“We are pleased to join with the state of Georgia and 
the cities of Atlanta and East Point, along with Fulton 
County, in this exciting redevelopment opportunity. 
The University System can utilize its signif icant 
intellectual capital assets towards the creation of a 
research park on the Fort McPherson property. Such 
a research park will strengthen ongoing efforts to 
attract high tech operations to Georgia.”

Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin: “This is an 
important redevelopment project for Atlanta, East 
Point, Fulton County and the state and that is why we 
have been actively engaged in the planning process 
along the way. This multi-jurisdictional effort ensures 
that the redevelopment plan will serve the needs of 
all of our communities -- and I think that makes it a 
win-win.” 

East Point Mayor Joseph L. Macon: “Today’s 
announcement is a major milestone for those of us who 
have been working diligently and collectively on a f inal 
re-use plan . We have been committed to this project 
from the very beginning. Fort McPherson has always 
been a great partner to the City of East Point and the 

City of Atlanta. The creation of a scientif ic research 
park is only f itting as a legacy of this great collaboration 
between our respective entities. A scientif ic research 
park will have a major economic impact upon the City 
of East Point and the City of Atlanta. It is noteworthy 
that we were able to develop a plan that would also 
have a major economic impact upon the entire state 
of Georgia as well.”

Fulton County Commission Chairman John 
Eaves: “Fort McPherson has been a valuable resource 
to the United States Army, the citizens of Fulton 
County and the entire nation. It is quite f itting that its 
closure will bring affordable housing, employment and 
green space to our community.”

Felker Ward, Jr., Chairman of the Board of 
the MPLRA: “Support by the Governor and our 
local elected leaders of our long-term vision for 
Fort McPherson further reinforces the incredible 
opportunity that this property’s re-use represents -
not only for our local and Metro area residents but for 
all citizens of Georgia to benefit from economically. 
These off icials ‘ shared commitment to the renewal 
and future of Fort McPherson, through this re-use 
plan, marks another key milestone for the process that 
we’ve undertaken on behalf of our community.”

Atlanta Council Member Joyce Sheperd : 
“We started with some differences of opinion, but 
here we are at the end, and I feel very comfortable 
and confident in terms of the product that we are 
presenting to you all today. I’m very excited about 
the mix that we have in terms of affordable housing, 
the homeless and the mixed income.  I am very, very, 
very pleased and excited about what we’ve come up 
with.  We are talking about folks who are post off ice 
workers, nurses and teachers who really are at the 
(affordable housing) income level.”

REDEVELOPMENT GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

Guided by market realities and 
adaptable to changing conditions

Target knowledge-based industries

Generate jobs and mixed-income 
neighborhoods

Economically uplift surrounding 
communities and the region, enabling 
existing residents to benefit

Enhance community services and 
promote life-long learning

Develop through collaborative 
processes

Honor the history of the site

Promote sound environmental and 
energy efficient concepts

Promote green space 

Coordinate with other regional 
developments
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Plan Submitted to HUD for Review and Approval

Voices on Fort McPherson’s Future*

October 1, 2007




